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Marth 245 1768. 
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f 27. 1 
Rv. SIR. 


T1. VO four Charges, publiſhed five 
I. years ago, I did not fee till yeſterday. 
ö 7 the fourth I am unconcerned, The three former 
. | T-purpoſe now to conſider : and I do it, the more 
4 cChearfully, -becauſe they are wrote with ſuch ſeri- 
| ouſneſs, as becomes the importance of the ſubject: 


and with leſs tartneſs than I am accuſtomed to ex- 
pet from opponents of every kind. 454 


2. But before T'ente# on the ſubject, ſuffer me 
4 N a ſtumbling-blocł or twe out of the way. 
. ou frequently charge me with 2va/or : and others 
' Shave brought the ſame charge. The plain caſe is 
,- this; I have wrote on various heads, and always as 
clearly. as I could. Yet many have miſunderſtood 
| my words, and raiſed abundance of objeftions, 1 
| anſwered them, by explaining myſelf, ſhewing what 
Iid not mean, and what I did. One and another 
of the objectors ſtretched his throat, and cried out, 


&« Evaſjon ! Evaſion.” And what does all this outcry 
amount to. Why exactly thus much. They ima- 
gined they had tied me ſo faſt, that it was impoſ- 
Pole for me to eſcape. But preſently-the cobwebs 

were (wept away, and I was quite at liberty. And 
- Ibleſs God I can unravel truth and falſhood, al- 
tho! artfully twiſted together. Of ſuch evaſion I am 

VVV 
N. 


— -wꝛwꝛ  —— 


2 T3 2; 
not NY Let chem be tact who en 
me to uſe it. 5 


3 Vou K me likewiſe, and that more than 
once or twice, with maintaining contradiftions. I 
anſwer, 1. If all my ſentiments were compared 

together, from the year 1725 to 1768, there 
would be truth in the charge: for during the lat- 
ter part of this period, I have relinquiſhed ſeveral 
of my former ſentiments. 2. During theſe laſt 
thirty years, I may have varied in ſome of my ſen- 
' timents or expreſſions without obſerving it. 3. I 
will not undertake to defend all the expreſſions 
which I have occaſionally uſed during this time: 
but muſt defire men of candour to make allow- 
| ance for thoſe, 5 
Quas aut incuria a, 


Hut 3 Sarum cavit natura. 


4. It i is not t Rrange if among theſe inaccurate 
4 5 there are ſome ſeeming contradictions: 
eſpecially conſidering I was anſwering ſo many 
different objectors, frequently attacking me at 
once: and one puſhing this way, another that, 
with all the violence they were able. Neverthe- 
leſs, 5. I believe there will be found few, if any, 
rial contradictions, in what I bave pulyiſhed. for 

near anz, years. 


5. come now to your * obje ions 1 
1 with the ſubje& of your third charge, Aſu- 
rances: becauſe what J have to ſay on this head, 
will be eee e in few words. 


am not: 1 AY ever uſe it. 
| * 4 


Some are fond 


a. 
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means by the plerophory or Full afferance of fait 


A - SF 


Bat f will Emply declare, (having neither Heffiirs 
nor. inclination to draw the faw of controverſy con- 


eerning it) what are my preſent ſentiments with re- 


gard to the things which is uſually meant thereby. 


_ Thelieve, a few; but very few-Chriſtians-have an 


ance from God of everla/ting ſalvation: and that 


this is the thing which the Apoſtle terms, the ple- 


repbory, or full Mur ane of hope... 


2 believe, more have ſuch an aſſarance of being 


4 


nuto in ihr favour of God, as excludes all doubt an 


fear. And this, if I do not miſtake, the . 


pb a 


1 believe, A conſeioufaeſe of being in the favetr 5 


God, which I do not term plerophary, or full afſu= 


rance, ſince it is frequently weakened, nay. per- 
haps interrupted, by returns of doubt or fear) is 


the common privilege of chriſtians, fearing God... 
and working righteouſneſs. | ; 


i 


Vet I do not-affrm, there are no 0 exceptions to 
"i general rule. Poſſibly ſome may be in the fa- 

your of God, and yet go mourning all the day long. 
oy 1 believe this is- uſually owing either to diſor- 


der of body, or ignorance of the Soſpel-promiſgs). | 


"Therefore. I have not for many years thought "+ 


fo. 1% 


1 4 — of e to be. elleatial to juſti- 


ying faith 
And after 1 have this BOT” mylels once 


fr all, I think without any evaſion or ambiguity, 


| 


. bs bhi 1 


CEP 
Lam 8 without any ſelf- contradiQion, I hope 
altreaſonable men will be ſatisfied. And whoever 


will til] diſpute with me on this head, muſt do it, 
for diſputing lake, _ | 


II. 1. In your firſt charge. you undertake to 


8 prove, that Chriſtianity does not — the aid 


of human! earning.” p- 1. 


MI. B thinks it does. But I am not account- 


| able for him, from whom in this I totally differ. 


Vet you certainly include ne when you ſay, © theſe 
New Reformers maintain, that every believer who 
has the gift of utterance, is qualified to preach the 
- goſpel.” p. 2. I never maintained this. On ma- 
ny occaſions I have maintained quite the contrary . 
T never ſaid, Human learning is an impediment 


to a Divine, which will keep him from the know- 


ledge of the truth.“ p. 3. When therefore you 
ſay, The contempt with which theſe men treat 
| Human learning,” 75. you do me much injuſtice : 
as likewiſe when you ſay, ** They agree that hu- 
man learning is of no uſe at all to a preacher of the 
a” ” I do nat agree with any who ſpeak thus. 
et you cite my own writings to prove it. 
ther Appeal, part III. p. 106. If I fay any ſuch 


thing either there or any where elle, Je e bear 


the blame for ever. 


l 2. For my ernte thoughts on FER Jearn- 
ing, T appeal to my ſerious addreſs to the clergy. I 
there lay down ex profeſs the qualifications, the 
55 Eu in particular, which (as I apprehend) 
"Y ] 


as who can * ought to have. 
| An d 
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cannot anſwer this better, than by anne the _—_ 
: Very page to which you. refer. | 
| 
: 


Where hath God declared in his word, that he 


7 ) * 
And if- any who are educated at. the Vnlrerſity: - 


have. it not, they are inencuſable before God and 1 
man. | 3 
> ; 8 


To put b this matter bends 1 3 . 

ſomething more than words. Can any man ſeri⸗- 1 
oully think, I deſpiſe learning, who has ever heard 1 
of the ſchool at Kingſwood? Eſpecially if he knows, BY 


with-how much, care, and expence, and labour, I 
have kept it on foot for theſe. twenty years? Let 1 
him but read. the rules. of King ſivood ſchool, and. | 1 
8 will urge this objection n | i 
Fac But you ©. employ. illiterate, preachers.” 2 


© It ® will e benen that I do awd. = 
preciate learning of any kind. The knowledge } 
of the languages is a valuable talent; ſo is the 1 


knowledge of. the arts: and ſciences. Both the = : | 


one and the other may be .employ:d to the glory 1 
of God, and the good of men. But yet 1 aſk; 1 


cannot, or will not make uſe of men that have it 
not? Has Moſes, or any of the Prophets affirmed 
this ?* Or:-our Lord? Or any of his Apoſtles ? 
You are ſenſible, all theſe are againſt you. You 1 
know the Apoſtles themſelves, all except St. Paul. 
were ddgeg ayedpupalc xa ras common, un ph 1 
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i loſophical, unletter'd 1 men.“ | | = 2; 4 
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. guffer me to add that paragraph, from which 
you ſtrangely infer, that I hold "IE to be of 
& no uſe at all to a preacher.” 


941 am bold to affirm, that theſe unletter'd men, 
have help from God for that great work, the ſav- 
ing fouls from death; ſeeing he hath enabled, and 
doth enable them ill, to turn many to righteouſ- 
neſs. Thus hath he deſtroyed the wiſdom of the 
' wiſe, and brought to nought the underſtanding of 
the prudent. ' When they imagined they had 
effectually ſhut the door, and blocked up every 
gates, whereby any help could come to two or 
ree preachers,. weak in body as well as ſoul; 

who, they might reaſonably elieve would, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, wear "themſelves out in a ſhort 
time: When they had gained their point, by ſe- 
curing (as they ſuppoſed) all the men of learning 
in the nation; he that ſitteth in Heaven laughed 
them” to ſcorn, and came upon them by a way 
they thought not of. Out of the ſtones he raiſed 
up thoſe who ſhould beget children to Abraham. 
We had nb more fore fight of this than you. Nax, 
we had the deepeſt prejudices againſt it: Until we 
could not but own, that God gave wiſdom from 
above to theſe unlearned and ignorant men; ſo 
that the work of the Lord proſper'd in theit wan; 
5 = ſinners were — converted to God, 


.C Indeed, i in the one thing which they: vrofeſ 
to We they are not ignorant men. I truſt there 
is not one of them who is not able to go thro? ſuch 
an examination, in ſubſtantial, practical, experi- 
. r, as fem of our N for holy 
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orders, even in- the Univerſity, (I ſpeak it with 
ſorrow and ſhame, and in tender love) are able to 
do. But oh! What manner of examination, do 


moſt of thoſe candidates. go thro' ? And what proof 


are the teſtimonials commonly brought (as ſolemn 
as the form is wherein they run) either of the piety. 


or knowledge of-thoſe to whom are intruſted thoſe 
ſheep, which. God hath purchaſed with his own. 


blood. 
F. Yet you cite this very paragraph to prove 
that 1 intimate the help which theſe il- 


N men receive from God, is ſuch as will 
enab 


le them to preach Chriſt's goſpel, without 
reading the ſcriptures:” p. 9. Adding St. Paul's 
command to Timothy,. is a ſufficient confutation of- 
this groundleſs, or rather impious pretence”.. I cans. 
not conceive, how you could imagine thoſe words 
to intimate any ſuch thing. Be this pretence whoſe 
it will, it is nane of mine: It never enter'd into, 


6. But . there are in- the ſcriptures things hard 


tarbe under ſtood. And-is every unlettered Mechanic. 
able to explain them?” p. 11. No ſurely. But 
may we not likewiſe aſk ;. Is every clergyman able. 
to explain them? You- will not affirm. it. Hows. 

ever they are the ſafeſt, guides, who from their 


childhood have known, the holy ſeripturcs, and. 
have diligently and faithfully. made: uſe of all the: 


helps to underſtand them, which a liberal educ a- 


tion has put into their hands: Who have given at- 
tendancę to reading, have meditated on thoſe things, and 
have given themſelues wholly to them. p. 11, _ -- 

eg ' Certainly 


ED: 


| Certainly theſe are the ſafeſt guides. But how 
many, Sir, do you know of theſe ? Suppoſe there 
are thirty thouſand clergymen in England, can 


you vouch this for ten thouſand of them? I-re- 
member his late Grace of Canterbury (I mean 


Archbiſhop: Potter; )- was oecaſionally ſaying, that 


on ſearching the records, he could find only three 
hundred of the clergy, who ſtood out againſt Po- 
pery in Queen Mary's reign. Do you think, the 


other twenty nine thoufand ſeven hundred ere 
the fafeſt guides? F hope indeed things are 


mended now. I ſee no reaſon to doubt, but there 
ate among the preſent clergy a far greater number, 
both of learned and pious men. And yet 1 fear, 
we cannot count many thouſands now, that an- 
Wer your ſtrong deſcription. May our good 
Eord increaſe their number, how many ſo ever 


% New I beg leave to aſk a queſtion in ry 
turn. Which do hau think is the ſafeſt guide 4 


ET. curſing, ſwearing, drinking clergyman (that ſuch 


there are you know) or a tradeſman, who has in 
fact from his chitdhood known the holy ſcrip- 
tares, and has for five years (to ſay no more) 
faithfully Rand : diligently madé uſe of all the 


_ - helps which the Engliſb tongue has put into his 


Hands; who has given attendance to reading, has 

meditated on theſe things, and given himſelf wholly ts 

them??? Can any reaſonable: man doubt one mo- 
ment which of theſe is-the ſafeſt guide? 


Certainly ©* thoſe who want theſe qualifca- 
tions, who do not give attendance to reading, 
* . 7 | s = : who 


* 


leges. 


ho do not meditate on thoſe things, yea and. 


give themſelves wholly to them, are ignorant and 
anſlable men, in a very bad ſenſe. of the words. 


And let them underſtand Philoſophy ever ſo well, 
and be ever ſuch eritics in Greek. and Hebrew, they 


will pervert the ſcriptures, when they pretend to 


interpret them, p. 12, and that only to their own, 


deſtruction. 


8. But many of theſe ſtrolling preachers are 


ſo ignorant, as nat: to now, that the ſcriptures 


were not written in their mother tongue.“ p. 8. 


Indeed they are not: Whoever gave you that in- 
formation, abuſed your credulity: Moſt of the 


travelling preachers in connexion with me, are 


not ignorant men. As I obſerved before, they 
know all which they profeſs to know. The lan- 


guages they do not profeſs to know: Vet ſome of 


| them underſtand them well. Philoſophy they do not 


profeſs ' to know: Yet ſome of them tolerably un- 


derſtand this alſo. They underſtand both one and 
the other better than great part of my pupils at the 


Univerſity did. And yet theſe were not inferior to 
their fellow collegians of the ſame ſtanding: 


[Which I could not but know, having daily inter- 
| courſe, with all the under-graduates, either as 
Greek lecturer or moderator.) Nor were theſe 
inferior to the under-graduates- of other col- 


* 


9. "You conclude this charge. For ** thoſe 


whoſe minds are not ſtored with uſeful literature, 
the wiſdom of the public has provided ſuch guides, 


as are both able and willing to ſhew them the 


— 


right 


* 


" 
— 2 4 . 
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{mY 
N right way.“ p. 13. Would to God it had ! But 

is it really ſo? Is there ſuch a guide in every pa- 
Tiſh in England! Are then all the rectors, vicars 


And curates therein, both able and willing“ ta 


guide all their pariſhioners to Heaven? Do not 


both you, and I, and all the world know, that this 


is not the caſe? Are thete not many, who are ut- 
terly unable to guide others ; having neither Jearn- 
ing nor underſtznding to guide themſelves? Are 
there not more, who if they are able, are not willing, 
taking no care or thoughtabout-it? They eat, and 
drink, and riſe up to play: FT 


And leave to tatter d crupe the drudgery of prayer.” 


Once more. Are there not too many of thoſe 
guides © whom the wiſdom of the public has provi- 

dead,“ who are neither able nor willing to guide o- 
hers in the right way, being equally void of know- 


ledge and piety? Is it then ** the duty of the people 


to continue in the things, which they have learned” 
from theſe guides? And © to hold faſt the faithful 
. word as they have been taught?“ Why, what have 
they been taught? Juſt nothing. From theſe guides 
they have learned nothing, nor could learn any 
thing, either from their precept or example. And 

ate they then only in danger, when they do 
not follow theſe guides ?” If they do follow them, 
they muſt follow them to Hell. O Sir, why will 
you conſtrain me, to fhew the nakedneſs of the 

and? I would far rather ſpread a veil over it: 


And I heartily wiſh, I may never more be laid un- 


4 der a neceſſity of touching on this unpleaſing ſub- 


WW „ 


2 


* 
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| 


10 Upon the whole, what I believe concerning 4 
ut learning, as I have again and again declared, is 7 
1- k .. wn; hat it is highly \ expedient for à guide of 
2 ſouls; but not abſolutely neceſſary : What I believe | 
a to be abſolutely neceſſary is, a faith unfeigned, the : 
It love of God and our neighbour, a burning zeal ve 
is for the advancement of Chriſt's kingdom, with an ö 
5 heart and life wholly devoted to God. Theſe 1 ] 
1 F judge to be neceſſary in the higheſt degree : And 14 
e next to theſe, a competent knowledge of ſcrip- if 
„ ture; a, ſound underſtanding, a tolerable utte- it 
d rance, and a willingneſs to be as the filth and off= - It 
' ſcouring of the world. „ h 
| II. 1. You intitle your ſecond charge, An | 
F examination of the doctrine of the Methodiſis, con- 


Fermivg imward feelings.” 


= E explained 1 ſo frequently and to 
largely upon this head already, that I flatter'd my- 
felf, I ſhould ſcarce have occaſion, to do it any 
-Mmote. - But as I am ſtill totally miſunderſtood and 
miſrepreſented, I am under a neceflity of doing it 
yet — 


Þ Fou ſtate * queſtion. Wide!” o- Have we any 
Es reaſon to believe, that the mind has an inward i 


| T fedling, which will enable it to perceive the or- 
Ainary influences of God's ſpirit, ſo as to diſcern 
ftom whence they come ?” p. 15. 4 


Tanſwer, 1. The fruit * his ordinary influences 
are love, joy, peace, . long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
8 meekneſs. 2. Whoever has” _— inwardly feels 

B them. 


<2 ; 


14 | -3 


hem. And if he underſtands his bible, he diſ- 
cerns from whence they come. Obſerve, What 
he inwardly feels, is, theſe fruits themſelves : Whence 
,they came he learn's from the bible. ä 


This is my doctrine concerning intard frelings, 
and has been for above theſe forty years. And 
_ -this is clear to any man of common ſenſe : I ap- 
peal to all the world, if it is not. Only do not 


puzzle the cauſe by a cloud of words, and then laß 


the blame on me. 


2. Lou ſtate the queſtion again, p. 17. What 
I mean to affirm is, that while the ſoul is united. to 
Auch a body, the operations of external things“ 

(Say, the operations of the Holy ſpirit, for of 
-theſe we are talking, and of theſe alone) upon 


dome one or more of theſe organs, excite no in- 


ward feeling.” Nay, nor outward neither. He 


muſt be a bold man, that will affirm the contrary. 


f Jf this be all that you mean to affirm, we. agree to 
an hair's breadth. >, 


8. You afterwards open. yourſelf farther. 6 The 
mind in its preſent fituation, has no ward ſenſe, 
by which the influence of external cauſes,” (the 


Influence of the, Holy ſpirit) - or the cauſes them- | 
ſelyes, (this is quite another queſtion) - may be 


Felt or diſcerned. It then only perceives them, 
hen they affect the organs of the body, ſo as 
40 raiſe a ſenſation in it by their means.” p. 22. 


Did ever the moſt .illiterate Metbodiſ talk in 


Auch à a manner as this? The mind then only 
5 5 | perceives 
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perceives the influences of the Holy ſpirit, when 
they affect the organs of the body!“ | 


| If you ſay, ** I do not mean the Holy ſpirit by 
external cauſes,” then you mean and ſay what is 
nothing to the purpoſe. For your very title con- 
fines you to the influences of the Holy ſpirit : and 
you: are, or ſhould be ſpeaking of nothing elſe. 


4. You g0 on. * It is a fundamental prinei- 
ple in the Methodiſt ſchool, that all who come 
into it, muſt renounce their eb Fir, are you 
awake? Unleſs you are talking in your ſleep, how” 


can you utter ſo groſs an untruth ? It is a funda- 
mental principle with ug, That to renounce reaſon 


is to renounce religion: that religion and reaſon - 
o hand in hand, and that all irrational: religion is 
2 religion. I therefore ſpeak quite e conſiſtent- 
ly with my underſtanding doctrines, when I cau- 
tion my followers, againſt . of the ſpirit by 
which any one ſpeaks, by their own inward feelings 
—becauſe theſe being of a doubtful nature, may 
come from God, or may not.“ You add, What 
therefore ſhall we think of theſe inward eelings? 


They cannot be clear perceptions, of the cauſe 
from Which theſe affections or ſentiments are de- 


rived.” Who ſays they are? I never did. Von cite 
the words wherein I ſay juſt the contrary. Mbom 


then doth your arguing reprove ? — you not fight, 
at ane a the air? 


5. Mr. IF. indeed 3 to explain 


| 9 the doctrine of the Methodiſts concerning 


inward Fes p. 25: That is, I n tell, 
B 2 what 


. 


what I mean 5 thoſe expreſſio ions. . My words run 
thus. By feeling I mean, 75 inwardly con- 


ſcious of; by the operations of th 

mean the manner in which he operates, but he 

graces which he operates in a chriſtian.” And 

again. We believe that love, joy, peace are in- 

wardly felt, or they have no being: and that men 

aãre ſatisfied t have grace, firſt by feeling theſe, 
and afterwards by their outward actions. 


. might imagine, the controverſy was now 
at an end. No: I am not a jot the nearer. For 
ou go on, If he and his brethren“ (away with 
Lis brethren : the point lies between you and me) 
«© mean no more than this, why do they ſpeak of 
this matter in ſuch language, as makes their diſ- 
ciples pretend to have an inward ſenſe, by which 
they feel, ſometimes the power of God, fometimes 
the Holy Ghoft, ſometimes Jeſus Chriſt, and by 
which they can as clearly diſcern each 'of thee 
while he acts upon them, as they can diſcern out- 
ward objects by their bodily ſenſes.” p. 26. So 
no the matter is out! But who are the men? 


What are their names? And where do they live? 


Tf you know any who pretend to this, I do not: 


but I know, they are none of my diſciples. They 


never learned it of me. I have three grains of com- 
mon ſenſe, whether 2 believe it, or not. 


: 


16, But you will pin it upon me, whether I 
. will or * and that by three paſſages of my own 
Writings. 1. Lucy G od{halr felt the Love of 
God, in an e manner. She did. 1 mean, 


in an unſual- degree. me what — 85 make of 
FLY 1 r 


ſpirit, I do not 
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this? 2. When he examined a of his diſ- 
ciples, and they related their © feeling the blood of 
_ Chriſt running upon their arms, or going down 
their throats, or poured like water upon their breaſt 
and heart :* did he tell them, that theſe circumſtances 


were all the dreams of an heated imagination? I 


did: I told them, That theſe three circumſtances, 
and ſeveral others of the ſame kind, were mere 


dreams, tho' ſome of thoſe which they then relat- : 


ed, might be otherwiſe. I will tell you more: I 
was ſo diſguſted at them for thoſe dreams, that 1 


5 expelled them out of our ſociety. 


The third paſlage 3 is this. We do ſpeak of f 

grace, (meaning thereby the power of God, which 

worketh in us both to will and to do, of his good 
pleaſure) that it is as perceptible to the heart, (while 


it confirms, refreſhes, purifies, and ſheds the lobvðe 


of God abroad therein) as ſenſible objects are to 


the ſenſes.” p. 27. I do ſpeak thus. And I mean 
thereby, that the comfort which God adminiſters, 


not his power diſtinct from it, the love and purity 
which he works, not his a& of working diſtinguiſh-- 
ed from it, are as clearly difcernable by the ſoul, 
as outward objects by the ſenſes. And I never ſo 
much as dreamed, that any one could find any 


other meaning in the words. 


=, I cannot cloſe this ſubject of 8 falt, 


without recurring to the 20th page of your tract. 


Here you attempt to prove, that ** theſe prea- 
chers confine the influences of God's Holy ſpirit 
to:themſelves and their followers, becauſe, ſay you, 
20-0ne « e feels its workings : none but they and 

B 3 their 


f 


„„ 


their followers. Obſerve: It is not J affirm this 


but yer, That “none but Methodiſts feet the work- 
ings of the ſpirit.” But how will you reconcile this 
aſſertion, with the ſeventeenth article of our church, 

which teaches, that all „ podly perſons feel in 
* themſelves the working of the ſpirit of Chriſt, motrti- 
' fying the works of the fleſh, and drawing up their 
mind to bigh and heavenly things ?? It is in this 
ſenſe, and this only, that I did and do aflert, all 
good men feel the working of the Holy ſpirit. If any 


can prove, they do not, I ſtand condemned: If not, 


none can condemn me, concerning :tvard feelings. 


8. Vou ſubjoin ſome reflections on another ſub- 


ject, Badlily emotions of various kinds. Before we 
' Feaſon upon it, let us ſtate the fact. Theſe out- 
ward ſymptoms are not at all times, nor in all 
Rande : for two or three years, they were (not con- 


ant but) frequent in London, Bri/tet, Newcaſtle-upon- 


"Tyne, and in a few other places. T hey ſometimes 
occur till, but not often. And we do not regard, 

whether they occur or not: knowing that the ef- 
Fence of religion, righteouſneſs, peace and joy in 


the Holy. Ghoſt, is quite independent pow them. 


VU pon this you att, & Are theſe the Guits of the 
ſpirit ? . 1 anſwer, no. Whoever thought 
they were? You aſk 2. Are theſe the mai ks 


whereby we may be aſſured; that they who are thus 


affected diſcern. its workings | Fou anfwer for 


me, They themſelves do not believe it. Nay, 


Mr. V. declares, it is his opinion, Some of theſe 
agones are from the Devil; and makes no doubt, but 


x Was Satan tearing them, as they were coming c 
Chriſt,” l 


| 


(19 3 


Fa 


Chiiſt p. ut if I myſelf declare this, wks 


room was there for the preceding queſtions ? Now 


E | = certainly you muſt be quite ſatisfied. No: You: 

p _ "areas far fromit<as ever! You greavely aſk,. 

1 „„What experienced phyſicians of the ſoul muſt 

- | "theſe be, who are unable to diſtinguiſh the in- 

5 fluence of the Holy Ghoſt, from the tearing of 

8 Satan.“ Why, Sir, you this inſtant repeated the | 

1 very words wherein I do diſtinguiſh them. But ; 

y you aſcribe the ſame ſymptoms ſometimes to the 

& | one, and ſometimes to the other.” Indeed I do h 

2 not -I always aſcribe theſe ſymptoms to Satan tears. 
il ing them, 7 f f | 

$ 7 of 3 ; | 

: 9. You ob: bn a marginal note, Mr. 22 

— fometimes. denies, that he conſiders theſe fits as. 1 

| © figns of the new birth,” I always deny it, if .- 

- | you mean by /igns any thing more than ſomething | 

5 which may accidentially attend it.“ Vet in 

; | ſome of his writings, he calls theſe fallings and | 

7 | _ -roarings, by the name of convictions. He ſays, 

. | Many were weunded deeply; but none were de- | 

| | livered from that painful conviction.* + Monday 4 
| - 20, two more were in ſtrong pain, both their | 


MOOT 


| -fouls' and bodies being well nigh torn aſunder.“ 

| Very. true: but in which of theſe paſſages, do [ 
& call fallings and roarings by the name of convic- 
Cl tions? Excuſe me: if I cannot diſtinguiſh God 
from the devil, I can at leaſt diſtinguiſh the ſoul. 

| from the body. For do Jever confound bodily di 1 
ders with ſorrow or pain of mind. 


_ 


— 


bel, Hag eser £4 Mr. V. tpeaks of theſe at 
leaſt as. out ward ligne, that the new birth is 8 
£5 | 1 * 
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working in thoſe that have them.” p. 23. I ſpeak 
of them as outward ſymptoms which have often 
accompanied the inward work of God.“ A pecu- 
liar inſtance of this I relate in the firſt Journal, | 
which you are at the pains to tranſcribe. And, as 
you obſerve, there are many inſtances in the 
fame Journal, in which I exprefs myſelf in the ſame | 
manner.“ But what does all this prove? Juſt | 
what I ſaid before, and not one jot more: I ſpeak 
of them as © outward ſymptoms which have often 
accompanied the inward work of God.“ Often, I 
ſay, not always ; not ntceſſarily ; they may, or they a 
may not. This work may be without thoſe ſymp- 
* © toms; and thoſe ſymptoms may be without this 
| Work. 3 3 oy | | 


cat ty » 


11. But you fay, The following account 
which he writes to one of his correſpondents, will 
make the matter clear. I have ſeen very many 
' perſons changed in a moment, from the ſpirit of . 
fear, horror, deſpair, to the ſpirit of love, joy, 1 

{ 


r EM hol * 


* 
Dr 
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peace; and from ſinful defires,. till then reigning . |} 
over them, to a pure deſire of doing the will of 
God. That ſuch a change was then wrought, 
appears, not from their ſhedding tears only, or 
falling into fits, or crying out (theſe are not the 60 
fruits, or ſigns, whereby I judge) but from the 
\. _ Whole tenor of their lives. p. 33 þ 


Now I ſhould really imagine, this paſſage proves 

Juſt the contrary of what you intend. Vea, that it is 

full and deciſive. But, ſay you, tho' he denies } . 
ttheſe to be the fruits by which he judges; that this 

inward change is wrought, yet he looks upon them | 

* k | ; 0 . ad 


1 


. 


as ſigns, that it is working.” Yes, in the ſenſe - + 


above explained. While God was inwardly work- 
ing, theſe outward ſigns often appeared: Nay, al- 
moſt daily in Briſiol, during the firſt ſummer 
which I ſpent there. 4 


12. Upon the whole, I declare once for all 
(and I hope to be troubled no more upon the 
ſubjet) I look upon ſome of thoſe bodily ſymp- 


toms, to have been preternatural or diabolicaF: 


and others to have been effects which in ſome cir- 
cumſtances naturally followed from ſtrong and ſud- 


den emotions of mind. Thoſe emotions of mind, 


whether of fear, ſorrow, or joy, believe were chief- 
ly ſupernatural ; ſpringing from the gracious influ- 


- 


ences of the ſpirit of God, which accompanied his 


word. 


: 3. I believe this is all the anſwer I need give, 


to the ſevere accuſation you have brought againſt 
'me: for which I truſt men of candour will diſcern, 
there was not the leaſt foundation, with reſpe& to 
the firſt point, deſpiing learning, I am utter] y clear. 
None can bring any proof, or ſhadow of proof, 
that I do not highly eſteem it. With re2:rd to 


Fs on F faith and hope, I have ſpoken as 
clearly as I can; and I truſt ſerious men who have 
ſome experience in religion, will not find much to 


condemn therein. And with reſpect to mrward 


Feelings, whoever denies them in the ſenſe whereia 


alone I defend them, muſt deny all the life and 


power of religion, and leave nothing but a dead, 
empty form. For take away the love of God and 
our neighbour, the peace of God and joy in the 

Holy Ghoſt, or (which comes to the ſame) deny 


that 


0 * 2 0 


8 chat they are felt, and what remains but a poor, may 
lifeleſs ſhadow 2 | | ſervl 

eye 

13. This is what I do,. and muſt contend for. 2 
1 1 thought you had contended for quite another 


thing.” If you had only thought ſo, or only ſaid _ 
ſo in private converſation, it had been of no great 
| conſequence. But it was of conſequence, when you 
: not only brought a falſe accuſation againſt your bro- 
ther, before ſo venera ble an aſſembly, but alſo pub- 
liſhed it to all the world. Surely the firſt ſtep was 
enough and more than enough. Was there nothing 
more important. where with to entertain the fewar ds- 
of the my/teries of God, than the miſtakes, if they really 
Had been ſuch, of the Methodiſis, ſo called! 12 Had 
they no enemies more; angerous than theſe ? Were 
they not in-moreimmfigent danger, if of no outward / 
fin, nothing in their b haviour or eonverſation, un- 
worthy of their calling; yet of neglect, of remiſſ- 
meſs, of not laying out all their time, and care 
and pains, in feeding the ſheep which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed with his own blood? Were none of 
eig * ger of levity, of pride, of paſſion, of 
4 diſcontent, of covetouſnefſs? Were none of them 
ſeeking the praiſe of men more than the praife of 
& God? O Sir, if this-was the caſe with any of 
=: - *them, I will not ſay, how trifling, how inſignifi- 
cant, but how miſchievous to theſe, how fatal, 
bo deſtructive, muſt a charge of this kind be? By 
- . which they were led, not to examine themſelves, 
to conſider either their own hearts or ways, but to- 
eriticiſe on others, on thoſe with whom nine in ten 
had no manner of concern? Surely ſo folemn an + 
opportunity might be improved to far other pur- 
Pyſes a gs to animate every one Fn, - to w_ 
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. 5 * ( | 23 'I . : 
Fer up himſelf a living ſacrifice to God, that ſo he ö 
may be ready to be offered up, on the ſacrifice and | | 
| ſervice of his faith: to have one thing only in his „ 
| eye to deſire to aim atnothing elſe, not honour, not = 
ö 
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u 
J- 
8 
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eaſe, not money, not preferment: but to ſave his — 
on ſoul, and them that hear him. e } 


. 
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Reverend Sir, 


[Your Brother and Servant for Chriſi's Sals, 
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